
Runnability Analyzers 
for Coating Colors and 
Pigment Slurries

Including extensional viscosity, 
formation of agglomerates and air 
content measurement options

ACAV results correlate closely with blade loads,  
and problems such as web breaks, scratches, streaks,  
blade bleeding etc.

ACAV help s to adjust optimum blade loads, minimize screening and 
coating problems and solve runnability problems on coaters.

www.aca.fi



Importance of measuring the full range of shear rates

Viscosity at low and high shear 
rates involves chemical and hydrodynamic  
factors, so it’s important to measure viscosity 
at the same shear rate as 
actual shear rate on coater.

ACAV A2 can measure low and high shears rates.

Easy Routine Analysis
1. Pour coating color in to sample cylinder   2.  Start the measurement   3.  Read results

The ACAV does the analysis automatically including printed results and self cleans in nine minutes per a sample.

 Some of our customers: Stora Enso, UPM, APP, Metso, Voith, Sappi, Nippon Paper, Iggesund, Ahlstrom, Styron, BASF, Cargill, Roquette,  etc. all together more than 120 deliveries to  more than 20 countries since 1997.

Less web breaks at high 
operating speeds and low blade 
pressures. Note!  No difference 
at low shear rates.
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POOR RUNNABILITY
wrong particle size distribution

Good RUNNABILITY
correct particle size distribution

ACAV SLIT  shows effect of dispersant dose on shear stabil ity of coating colors.  
Kaol in + dispersant, 10 pph latex, 0.3 pph CMC, 59 wt% sol ids
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(a) 0.15 wt% dispersant
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(a) 0.6 wt% dispersant

Deposits cause 
decrease in flow rate
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Chemical Factors

Hydrodynamic Factors

• Van der Waals 
• Electrostatic Repulsion/Attraction 
• Steric Factors

• Particle size 
• Distribution of Particle size 
• Shape of Particles 
• Viscosity of Water Phase 
• Solid Fraction
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Improving runnabil ity of coating colors with ACAV

ACAV SLIT Technology

EXTENSIONAL VISCOSITY AND AIR CONTENT MEASUREMENT OPTIONS

benefits  
	 Coating color  costs reduced by 10 % 
	 Drying energy reduced by 50 kWh/t 
	 Speed increased by 33 % from 900 to 1200 m/min

Higher sol ids with improved runnabil ity !
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Conventional  
Viscometers

Old precoat, 62  % Sol ids

New precoat, 68  % Sol ids

Flow rates and dwell t imes are in 
l ine with the coating process  
excellent correlation to runnabil ity 
of blade coaters.

	 SLIT geometry is similar to blade geometry
	 SLIT viscosity correlates directly with blade loads, 		

	 web breaks, scratches, blade bleeding, streaks etc. 
	 If SLIT viscosity is correct level at a 1 – 2 million shear 	

	 rate level, there will not be runnability problems under 	
	 the blade caused by coating color.

 Some of our customers: Stora Enso, UPM, APP, Metso, Voith, Sappi, Nippon Paper, Iggesund, Ahlstrom, Styron, BASF, Cargill, Roquette,  etc. all together more than 120 deliveries to  more than 20 countries since 1997.
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EXTV Extensional Viscosity Option

The option can be calibrated in terms of an Euler 
number as a function of the Reynolds number. The 
higher the Euler number is the higher the extensional 
viscosity of the sample.

The Euler number can be measured at different shear 
rates to verify possible changes in extensional viscosity 
versus shear rate 
EXTV & Curtain coater: Coating colors with extensional 
viscosity are more stable during stretching. It seems, 
that extensional viscosity may be advantageous for 
quality of coating layer (less skipped coating etc.).

ACM Air Content Measurement Option

ACM measures even the least air contents with 
excellent accuracy and repeatability.
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specifications

ACA Systems Oy Outilantie 3, FIN-83750 Sotkuma, Finland

info@aca.fi  Tel. +358 13 569 911 Fax +358 13 569 949

ACA Systems Oy reserves the right to make changes or improvements 
to the product without prior notice. © 2011 ACA Systems Oy

Measurement principle
Flow through capillary or 
SLIT at a given Pressure

Flow through capillary or 
SLIT at a given pressure

Viscosity range 
   Capillary 
   SLIT 

3 to 8.0 x 103 mPas 
5 to 10.0 x 103 mPas

3 to 2.0 x 103 mPas 
5 to 10.0 x 103 mPas

MAX pressure 350 bar 90-100 bar

Max Shear Rate capillary 2 million 1/s 0,7 million 1/s

Max shear rate SLIT 10 million 1/s 4 million 1/s

Min. shear rate 100 1/s 5 000 1/s

Software Windows 7 Windows 7

Measurement options
Capillary, SLIT, Air Content, 
Spray Nozzle

Capillary, SLIT

Automated cleaning Yes Yes

Analysis time  
including self clean

7 min 9 min

Sample volume 1,0 L 0,5 L

Dimensions h  w  l 1590  380  880 mm 1214  391  690 mm

weight 390 kg 170 kg

Power Supply requirements 
   Power consumption 
   Phases 
   Voltage 
   Frequency 
   Fuse

 
7,5 kW 
3 
400 V 
50 to 60 Hz 
16 A

 
1,0 kW 
1 
110 or 230 V 
50 to 60 Hz 
10 A

Connections 
     Air 
     Water

Min. 4,5 bar 
3,0 bar (minimum)

Min. 7 bar 
3,0 bar (minimum) Slit
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